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Message Text 


YOU SHOULD SEE PRIME MINISTER BEGIN URGENTLY TO CONVEY 
FOLLOWING TO HIM: 


- WE HAVE BEEN GIVING URGENT CONSIDERATION TO THE SITUA- 
TION RESULTING FROM SATURDAY'S TERRORIST ATTACK AND 
ISRAEL'S MILITARY OPERATION IN SOUTH LEBANON, AND TO 
BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR OUR COMMON OBJECTIVES. WE HAVE 
SOUGHT IN OUR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE STATEMENTS TO SHOW UNDER- 
STANDING OF SECURITY PROBLEM POSED FOR ISRAEL BY PRESENCE 
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OF PALESTINIAN ARMED FORCES IN SOUTH LEBANON. 


- WE APPRECIATED MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER CONVEYED 
BY AMBASSADOR DINITZ THROUGH ATHERTON THIS EVENING THAT 
ISRAEL HAS NO INTENTION OF STAYING IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 
AND WILL WITHDRAW WHEN IT HAS AN AGREEMENT AND ARRANGEMENT 
TO ENSURE THAT TERRORISTS WILL NOT RETURN TO THAT AREA. 
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- AS A PRACTICAL MATTER, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE KIND 
OF IRON-CLAD ASSURANCES ISRAEL SEEKS AS A CONDITION FOR 
WITHDRAWAL ARE FEASIBLE, ALTHOUGH WE WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT 

TO OBTAIN THE BEST ARRANGEMENTS POSSIBLE. 

- AS WE ANALYZE MATTERS, AN EARLY SECURITY COUNCIL MEET- 
ING IS A NEAR CERTAINTY, IN WHICH THERE WILL BE STRONG 
PRESSURES FOR A RESOLUTION CONDEMNING ISRAELI MILITARY 
ACTION AND CALLING FOR UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL. 

IT IS OUR INTENTION TO RESPOND BY INTRODUCING A 
RESOLUTION CALLING FOR WITHDRAWAL AND THE INTRODUCTION OF 
UNITED NATIONS PEACE-KEEPING FORCES INTO THE AREA FROM 
WHICH ISRAEL WITHDRAWS. 

- WHILE WE WILL OPPOSE UNILATERAL CONDEMNATION OF ISRAELI 
ACTION, WE CANNOT VETO A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL. FOR ONE THING, CONTINUED ISRAELI PRESENCE 

IN LEBANON WILL PUT IN GREAT JEOPARDY SADAT'S ABILITY TO 
CONTINUE THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS AND CAN ONLY STRENGTHEN 
THOSE FORCES IN THE AREA, BACKED BY THE SOVIETS, WHO 
OPPOSE PRESENT NEGOTIATING PROCESS. IN ADDITION, WE 
CANNOT BE SEEN TO BE WEAKENING IN OUR COMMITMENT TO 
SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF LEBANON EVEN 
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THOUGH LEBANESE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN TOO WEAK TO STABILIZE 
AND EXERT ITS AUTHORITY IN THE SOUTH. A FINAL CONSIDER- 
ATION IS THAT WE EXPECT SERIOUS QUESTIONS TO BE RAISED IN 
CONGRESS OVER THE ISSUE OF ISRAELI USE OF U.S. ARMS ON A 
PROTRACTED BASIS ON LEBANESE TERRITORY, AND WE WILL NOT 
BE ABLE TO HOLD OFF LONG SENDING THE REQUIRED NOTIFICATION 
ON THIS SUBJECT TO THE CONGRESS. 

- FOR ALL THESE REASONS, WE MUST URGE THAT ISRAEL MAKE 

A PROMPT DECISION TO WITHDRAW AND ANNOUNCE THIS PUBLICLY. 

IT WOULD BE FAR BETTER, IN OUR VIEW, FOR ISRAEL TO DO 
THIS BEFORE, RATHER THAN AFTER A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR 
SUCH WITHDRAW AL-A RESOLUTION WHICH THE UNITED STATES 
WILL HAVE TO VOTE FOR. 

- FOR OUR PART, WE INTEND TO WORK VIGOROUSLY FOR AN 
OUTCOME THAT CAN INSULATE THE BORDER ON THE LEBANESE SIDE 
AGAINST PALESTINIAN ARMED GROUPS THROUGH THE INTRODUCTION 
OF AN EFFECTIVE UN FORCE WHICH IN TURN CAN PREPARE THE 
WAY FOR THE GRADUAL EXTENSION OF LEBANESE GOVERNMENT 
AUTHORITY TO THAT AREA. 
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- WE HAVE RESISTED URGINGS TO ISSUE PUBLIC STATEMENT 
TODAY ABOUT OUR POSITION IN ORDER FIRST TO CONVEY OUR 
VIEWS TO ISRAEL. WE WILL NEED TO SAY SOMETHING TOMORROW 
ALONG FOLLOWING LINES, "WE TRUST ISRAEL WILL BE WITHDRAW- 
ING IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE, AND WE ARE SEEKING 

ARRANGEMENTS THAT WILL ENSURE STABILITY AND SECURITY IN 
THE REGION FOLLOWING ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL." 

- THE PRESIDENT LOOKS FORWARD TO HIS TALKS NEXT WEEK 
WITH PRIME MINISTER BEGIN BUT DOES NOT BELIEVE THE SOUTH 
LEBANON SITUATION, WITH ITS POTENTIALLY ADVERSE CONSE- 
QUENCES FOR THE PEACE PROCESS, CAN WAIT UNTIL THEN TO 
BEGIN A RESOLUTION OF THIS PROBLEM. 
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